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THE BOYAL MINT.

Half-ryals with the rose mint-mark are known,
although it is accompanied by the lys, which later
on became the exclusive mint-mark for all coins but
pennies. I doubt, therefore, whether any gold coins
were struck while the rose was in sole possession.

It has long been assumed that the quatrefoil in the
centre of the reverse cross on pennies of York is the
mark of the Archiepiscopal mint, but I think there is
strong reason for doubting this, at least as regards the
reign of Edward IY, when the archbishops were so careful
to have the initial of their names, with, the key on either
side of the king's head, on their coins. I shall, therefore,
venture to assume that pennies without these emblems,
and with mint-marks and distinguishing features found
on coins from other Eoyal mints, although having the
quatrefoil on the reverse, were not struck at the arch-
bishop's mint. In accordance with this theory, I can
instance pennies with the rose mint-mark from the Koyal
mint. They have no emblems in the field of the obverse,
and read GCDWTffiD DI GRTt E6CX TOGL. The mint-mark
is the early type of the rose, and one rare variety has also
a rose on the breast of the king (Hawkins, 354), which
may correspond with the London groats having the same
feature. These pennies have the usual York quatrefoil
in the centre of the reverse, but they differ from most
of the York ecclesiastical pennies in being well struck
on full-sized flans. No groats or half-groats of York
appear to be known with the rose mint-mark, which seems
to indicate that the pennies were struck so soon as the
reduction in weight took place in 1464, but that nothing
was done In regard to larger coins until the following